The Brazilian Society of Foot Surgery
In December 1975, a group of orthopaedists, headed by Prof. Dr. Manlio Napoli, established the Brazilian Society of Foot Surgery (BSFS). The initiative was the follow-up of an informal group who had met several years before. They were a small club, interested in problems of the foot. They gathered together to share knowledge, incentives, and orientation from colleagues all over the world.
For our country and us personally, these were difficult times. But the tenacity and perseverance of the club's leaders allowed them to maintain their primary objectives and to mold a formal foot society.
Nationally, there was the need to cope with unfavorable economic and social scenarios. Uncontrolled inflation and restrictions on individual liberties created conditions for our country's stagnation. The statistics on health and education, which were already bad, continued to deteriorate. The country went through several "economical packets" designed to revive the staggering economy. Many times we kneeled before the economists' programs only to find the results less than satisfactory. With time we did begin to develop, but were like toddlers learning to walk. Slowly but surely, we experienced a reduction of children-mother mortality and a heightening of the literacy levels of the population.
During the 27 years of the Society's existence, we were able to see the end of military repression, to commemorate the return to democracy in the country, and to inaugurate civil presidents.
Through these difficult times, the Brazilian Society of Foot Surgeons was able to increase the quantity of its associates, gathering a constantly growing number of orthopaedists who found in the society the means to update their practical and theoretical knowledge. The Society was able to spread knowledge and technical resources throughout the country. To achieve our tasks, it was essential that many of our colleagues give up their personal interests to consider the value of the group as a whole. We will not name them but we thank their generosity.
From the very beginning of this journey, many specialists from the United States shared with us their knowledge and also their inestimable friendship. It is impossible to number all the friends we have made during such a long and fruitful journey, but to all who shared with us their time, energy and expertise we make public our gratitude.
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